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Event Partners

Home to Home 
Digital Story Exhibition.
A free exhibition of stories revealing a part of 

society that is usually hidden away.

Tuesday 8 – Tuesday 15 September 2015

Exhibition open to public - Gallery Two, 

Deakin University Waterfront Campus

These stories uncover the hidden lives of young 

Australians with disability living in nursing homes 

because there is simply nowhere else for 

them to go.

Storytellers have produced insightful videos 

about their unique experience of living in a 

nursing home, being at risk of living in one or 

being a parent of one of these young people.

Through these stories, we are invited to glimpse 

what life is sometimes like living in residential 

aged care where the average age of fellow 

residents is 84, where there is no choice about 

what time to go to bed, what to wear, or what 

and when you eat. The emotions of grief, 

frustration and sadness are deeply present in 

this collection of stories. But so are the themes of 

perseverance, strength of character and hope.

To find out more visit 

www.summerfoundation.org.au

Writing Workshops

Non-fiction offers limitless creative possibilities for writers willing to observe our complex 
world and translate their observations and experiences into dynamic prose full of insight and 
provocative ideas. Hone your non-fiction writing skills with published and experienced experts. 
Places are limited so book now to avoid disappointment.

Workshop Prices Adults $50/Concession $40 
Workshops are limited to 25 participants

Friday 11 September 2015 - Workshops

2:00pm - 5:00pm

Point of View and Finding your 
Narrative Voice with Robert Gott

It takes courage to write honestly 
and let your personality speak to 
the reader. Robert Gott has been a 
professional writer for more than 
25 years, and is the author of more 
than 90 books.  In this workshop he 
will explore how to find the balance 
between author/narrator when 
writing non-fiction. Learn techniques 
for using an appropriate voice, how 
tone complements voice and how 
you can develop a voice of your own.

10:00am - 1:00pm

Workshop 
Venue:

Belmont 
Library, 

163 High 
Street, 

Belmont

Workshop 
Venue:

Waurn 
Ponds 

Library, 
140 

Pioneer 
Road, 

Waurn 
Ponds

Opening Night and Keynote Address 
by Professor Tim Flannery:
Atmosphere of Hope
Thursday 10 September at 7:00pm
Costa Theatre, Deakin University Waterfront Campus 
(enter via Gheringhap Street).

Ten years after his internationally bestselling The Weather 
Makers, acclaimed scientist and author Tim Flannery argues 
that Earth’s climate system is approaching a crisis. Catastrophe 
is not inevitable, but time is fast running out. In the lead-up to 
the United Nations Climate Change Summit to be held in Paris 
in December, Atmosphere of Hope provides both a snapshot 
of the trouble we are in and an up-to-the-minute analysis of 
some of the new possibilities for mitigating climate change that 
are emerging now. Meet and hear Professor Flannery at this 
special opening night event.

Tickets $20 adults/$15 concession

Non-fiction 
essentials 
with Greg Pyers

Join best-selling 
non-fiction author 
Greg Pyers for a 
workshop on writing informative 
and engaging non-fiction. Whether 
writing for a book, pamphlet or label, 
selection of content, tailoring text to 
a readership, appropriate voice and 
writing with originality all 
will be explored.

Blending fiction 
with fact 
with Suzanne 
Burdon

Blending fact with 
fiction to produce a 
compelling narrative is the hallmark 
of contemporary literary non-fiction 
and presents a number of interesting 
challenges. Researcher and author 
Suzanne Burdon (Almost Invincible) 
will present this workshop that will 
explore some of those challenges 
and examine best practice 

The Art of 
Biography 
with Robert 
Hillman

Writing someone 
else’s story is both 
a privilege and 
a challenge. Robert Hillman is the 
author of more than sixty fiction and 
non-fiction titles, including a number 
of best-selling biographies. Join him 
for this workshop and learn some 
strategies for research and how to 
avoid the traps and pitfalls inherent 
in telling stories of real life people.

Professor Jane den 
Hollander 
Vice Chancellor, Deakin 
University

Mayor Darryn Lyons 
City of Greater Geelong

Cr Andy Richards  
Chair, Geelong 
Regional Library 
Corporation
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Start the conversation...

We are delighted to join in welcoming you all to beautiful Geelong 
for the 2015 Word for Word National Non-fiction Festival.

Fittingly, the partnership presenting this literary event comprises two organisations with 
foundations built on the written word, Deakin University and the Geelong Regional Library 
Corporation; together with the region’s custodian of culture, the City of Greater Geelong.

Last year’s inaugural Word for Word festival made its debut at the top, as Australia’s largest 
celebration of non-fiction writing in all its many facets and forms.

The passion and dedication of the Festival Steering Committee is once again evident in the 
diverse program presented for you in 2015.

They have assembled a fascinating array of guest speakers ready to share their knowledge and 
experience; and may even provide that vital spark of inspiration for the next generation of 
non-fiction writers.
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Forum: 
Finding A Voice 
Through The Arts 
Dedicated to the 
memory of Ralph 
McLean
Chaired by well-known broadcaster Derek 
Guille, panellists musician Dave Mason (The 
Reels), comedian and author Sue-Ann Post, 
musician and producer Brendan Gallagher 
and author and politician, Phil Cleary all 
hold a special place in the Ralph McLean 
story, from writing to music and comedy, 
politics to broadcasting, all of them enable 
poignant discussion and thought provoking 
enjoyment and give a voice to independence 
and sometime to those who can’t find it.

FREE EVENT, BUT BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

This event is produced by Maverick Arts 
Management and the family of 
Ralph Mclean.

11:30am - 12:30pm

11:30am - 1:00pm

3:00pm - 4:30pm

3:00pm - 4:00pm

The Real Me 
Exploring self 
through memoir
Celebrated playwright 
Hannie Rayson, 
broadcaster and writer 
Ramona Koval and award winning 
journalist Latika Bourke have all used the 
medium of memoir to delve into their own 
lives. Margaret Linley will discuss with the 
panel both their individual journeys and their 
shared experiences.

Crime Matters: 
Investigating true 
crime stories
Liam Houlihan, Alecia 
Simmonds, Cheryl 
Critchley and Dr Helen 
McGrath have all recently researched and 
published contemporary true crime stories. 
Join them as they discuss with Andrew 
Nette the process, ethics and experience of 
investigating and writing true crime.

Publishing: 
The Inside Story 
1.30pm-3pm
Don’t miss your chance to 
meet and hear from these 
publishing industry experts.  
Join Kate Larsen, Director, Writers Victoria 
for a Q&A session with publisher Donna 
Ward, self/ePublishing expert Euan Mitchell 
and media specialist Erina Reddan.

The Life of I: 
In Conversation with 
Anne Manne
In her latest release, 
journalist and social 
philosopher Anne Manne 
examines the rise of narcissism in individuals 
and society. She joins Suzanne Burdon in 
conversation about the destructive elements 
of narcissism at work in a culture obsessed 
with itself.

What’s our Story? 
Australian 
History retold
Deakin University’s Chair 
of Contemporary History, 
Professor David Lowe 
will discuss with Michael Cathcart, Nick 
Brodie and Dr Nick Dyrenfurth their varying 
approaches to the investigation of Australian 
History and how the story of Australia can be 
reinterpreted through different lenses.

Response to Loss: 
On Grief and Grieving
In western society grief and 
the process of grieving are 
not often spoken of in the 
public domain. Maggie 
MacKellar, Kate Howarth and Anne 
Gorman have all experienced tremendous 
grief through life circumstance and have 
chosen to share their stories. Dr Leah 
Kaminsky will discuss with these writers the 
complexity involved with writing about this 
most personal of experiences. 

Good Sports
Former Australian cricketer 
Rodney Hogg, surf 
journalist Sean Doherty 
and football guru John 
Harms discuss the 
technicalities of sports writing with 
Tony Wilson.

Medical Mythbusters: 
The Explainers
Have you always wondered whether eating 
carrots really does improve your eyesight 
or whether cracking your knuckles will 
lead to arthritis? Join our panel of experts, 
researcher Dr Mel Thomson, specialist 
Dr Michael Vagg and general practitioner 
Dr Jane Opie as they reveal truths amongst 
the tsunami of medical information we are 
swamped with every day. Don’t miss your 
chance to ask the experts.

Lets’ talk about sex: 
Exploring intimacy, 
sex and relationships
Memoirists Rochelle 
Siemienowicz and Lee 
Kofman, together with 
specialist researcher Professor Frances 
Quirk discuss sexuality and relationships 
with with Deakin University’s 
Dr Michelle Smith.

Mirror Images: 
Life journeys revealed
Former editor and 
Melbourne Writer’s Festival 
program director, Jo Case, 
lecturer and policy advisor 
Maria Katsonis and writer and presenter 
Joanne Fedler discuss with Kaz Paton, 
Manager of Arts and Culture for the City 
of Greater Geelong, the challenges and 
triumphs of writing from life experience.

What to Say? How 
much to Tell? 
Former model and 
television presenter Nicky 
Buckley, archaeologist and 
host of the ABC’s Who’s 
Been Sleeping In My House? Adam Ford 
and writer Patti Miller talk with Margaret 
Linley about the often fraught dilemma of 
what to tell and how much to reveal when 
writing a memoir.

Supermarket 
Monsters: 
In conversation with 
Malcolm Knox
Journalist and author 
Malcolm Knox shines a 
light on Australia’s twin mega-retailers, in his 
new book Supermarket Monsters. Deakin 
University senior journalism lecturer, Dr Lisa 
Waller will discuss in conversation, how in 
return for cheap milk, we as consumers are 
risking much more: quality, diversity 
and community.

Dear Life: 
Karen Hitchcock in 
Conversation
Physician and writer, Dr 
Karen Hitchcock produces 
a regular column for The 
Monthly and in her recent work for The 
Quarterly Essay, Dear Life, she investigates 
the treatment of the elderly and dying 
through some unforgettable cases.  She will 
discuss the challenges and considerations 
when writing about these and other 
challenging topics with Leah Kaminsky.

Crime and Punishment: 
In conversation with Russell Marks
Former criminal defence lawyer and 
academic Dr Russell Marks argues in 
his latest book, Crime and Punishment: 
Offenders and victims in a broken justice 
system that if the goal of our justice system 
is to reduce crime and create a safer society, 
then we must do better. Andrew Nette will 
discuss this topical premise in conversation 
in a session not to be missed.

Other People’s Stories: 
Robert Hillman in Conversation
In his latest release, Vera, acclaimed 
biographer Robert Hillman (Gurrumul: His 
Life and Music) has written the incredible 
story of renowned journalist and television 
pioneer Vera Wasowski. Meet and hear 
him in conversation with Deakin University’s 
Dr Ruth Lee as they discuss the skilful and 
often underestimated art of 
crafting biographies.

On Motherhood
Writer Wilamina 
Falkenhagen, 
co-founder of Mission 
Massimo Foundation 
Sally Damiani and social 
commentator Monica Dux will explore the 
contradictions, myths, joys and heartache of 
the motherhood experience with 
Angela Savage.

Travel all over the countryside: 
Australian Touring Tales 
Lorna Hendry and her family spent three 
years travelling and camping their way 
around Australia on an adventure of a 
lifetime. As one half of the iconic Leyland 
brothers, Mal Leyland, spent more than 
thirty years travelling and documenting 
a lifetime of adventure accompanied by 
his wife Laraine. Robert Gott will lead an 
engaging discussion about travelling the 
length and breadth of this spectacular 
place we call home.

10:00am - 11:00am

10:00am - 11:00am

1:30pm - 2:30pm

1:30pm - 2:30pm

VENUE 2 
D2.194

VENUE 2 
D2.194

VENUE 3 
D2.211

VENUE 3 
D2.211

Saturday 12 September 2015 - All Tickets are $20 adults/$15 concession unless otherwise stated.

Sunday 13 September 2015 - All Tickets are $20 adults/$15 concession unless otherwise stated.

Saturday 12 September 2015 
BackStory Salon Event, 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Waterfront Kitchen, Deakin University, Waterfront Campus
Enjoy an evening of sumptuous finger food and wine from renowned caterers Truffleduck 
while you mix and mingle with the writers and presenters from the Word for Word Festival 
program. Book now for this unique salon event.

$45 per person

Economic Impact: 
How economic policy is 
shaping Australia
Ross Gittins is the Economics Editor of The 
Sydney Morning Herald and an economic 
columnist for The Age and has spent almost 
forty years reporting on the Australian 
economy. Dr Dennis Glover is a professional 
speechwriter and author of An Economy 
is not a Society. Deakin University senior 
lecturer Dr Cahit Guven will moderate this 
sure to be fascinating discussion on the state 
of play of the Australian economy.

TO BOOK 
wordforwordfestival.com.au

Forum: 
Home to Home 
In conjunction with the 
Home to Home exhibition 
Tom Worsnop, Executive 
Manager of The Summer Foundation will 
facilitate a discussion to shed light and 
bring context the subject of young people in 
nursing homes. He will be joined by Vanda 
Fear, Dr Patsie Frawley, Deakin University 
Senior Research Fellow, Joanna Stewart, 
Summer Foundation’s Project Coordinator 
NDIS Barwon Region, Kirrily Hayward and 
Jacqui Pierce to examine more closely the 
challenges and changes facing a sector of 
our community that is usually hidden away.

FREE EVENT, BUT BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

VENUE 1
Percy 

Baxter 
Lecture

Theatre: 
D2.193

VENUE 1
Percy 

Baxter 
Lecture

Theatre: 
D2.193
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